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Hon. Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 2023 1 



Sir: 



This is in response to the Office Action dated April 1 7. 2002. '^^'^ ^ ^ ^OQ^ 

^0 1700 

REMARKS 

Reconsideration and allowance of the present application based on the following 
remarks are respectfully requested. 

Claims 3-8. 11-13 remain pending. The Office Action Summary at items 4 and 6. 
incorrectly refers to only claims 3-8. 1 1 and 12. Correction is requested. 

All of the pending claims are rejected over prior art. as follows: Claims 3. 5-8 and 11- 
13 as obvious over EP 732381 (EP -381) alone or in view of Lent et al. US 5.837.042 ('042) 
(this is essemially the same rejection as in paragraph 5 of the previous Action): claim 4 as 
above and further in view of Suzuki et al. US 6.153.001 COOl). 

Applicants again disagree and urge that this rejection should be withdrawn. 
The Examiner disagrees that there is a patentable distinction based on the argument 
that the polyurethanes of EP "381 are crosslinked whereas the polyurethanes of the present 
invention are not crosslinked. The Examiner supports this position on the basis that the 
claims do not recite non-cross-linked, only vvater-dissipatible and the cross-linked 
polyurethanes of EP -381 are also water-dissipatible. It is specifically noted that the 
Examiner is not arguing that the polyurethanes of EP -381 are not crosslinked. 

This position overlooks the failure of the disclosure of EP '381 to disclose several 
features of the presently claimed subject matter. 

As set forth in claim 13. the only independent claim, the polyurethane is the reaction 
product of (a) diisocyanate(s) and (b) compound(s) having one or two isocyanate groups. As 



